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Research on violence against older women shows, that violence and other forms of abuse
often occur in the immediate family. However, violence against older women in need of care
is still a taboo and therfore even less visible in society than violence against younger women.
Professionals who work in community health and social services are often the only persons
who have access to the target group. It is thus very important that these staff members have
the sensitivity and skills to detect and assess problematic situations and the knowledge and
competence to act accordingly.

The Breaking the Taboo Two-project (BtT2) builds on the previous project “Breaking the Ta-
boo” — that showed that many health and social service providers do not have clear organisa-
tional procedures dealing with abuse against older women. Hence, organisations working
with older people need to develop standards, procedures and staff members as peer advi-
sors who are trained with respect to these issues. It was also recommended to strengthen
cooperation and networks between victim protection organisations and community health
and care organisations.

The project to develop and design a curriculum to train professionals working in the
field of community health and social services based on the brochure and the design for
workshops  for staff developed within the “Breaking the  Taboo”-project.
The project aims to:

* Enable senior staff and/or trainers  to carry out one-day workshops on “violence
against older women within the family — recognizing and acting” with staff members
who work in older people’s own homes (e.g. nurses, nursing assistants, home help-
ers, social workers)

» Train staff members to act as peer advisers within community health and social
service organisations

» Develop and suggest a module on violence against older women within the family for
inclusion in basic vocational training of staff members who work in older people’s
own homes

In the first project phase research on existing training material for social service and health
professionals will be carried out. Based on these results and the results of the preceding pro-
ject, the curriculum with training tools will be designed. The second phase of the project fo-
cuses on testing the tools in a trans-national workshop, translating and adapting tools for
partners’ own countries and implementing the tools on national level.

The of the project will be:

* A European research report

* The design of a 1-day workshop on “violence against women within the family: recog-
nizing and acting” for staff in community health and social services

» A train the trainer curriculum in each partner language to enable facilitators to con-
duct the 1-day workshop and act as peer advisers

* A 5-day joint trans-national pilot workshop

» Implementation and dissemination activities in the partner countries

The BtT2-project is coordinated by the Austrian Red Cross. Organisations from Austria, Bel-
gium, Bulgaria, Germany, Portugal and Slovenia are participating in the project which runs
from December 2009 until December 2011.
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Project partners

European Austrian Red Cross e Charlotte Strimpel  Cornelia Hackl
Coordination Wiedner Hauptstrasse 32 « A - 1040 Wien « Tel. +43 1 58 900-128
charlotte.struempel@roteskreuz.at « cornelia.hackl@roteskreuz.at

www.roteskreuz.at

Main Partners

Research Institute of the Red Cross e Doris Bammer e Julia Edthofer
Nottendorfer Gasse 21 « A - 1030 Wien o Tel. +43 1 79 580 2427
doris.bammer @w.roteskreuz.at e julia.edthofer@w.roteskreuz.at
www.wrk.at/forschungsinstitut

LACHESIS - Office of Expertise on Ageing and Gender in cooperation with
the Flemish Reporting Point for Elderly abuse e Els Messelis

Ann Moreels ¢ Verbrandhofstraat 158 ¢ BE - 8800 Roeselare

Tel. +32 478 29 44 64 » els.messelis@scarlet.be
ann.moreels.shp@skynet.be « www.lachesis.be

Bulgarian Red Cross e Evelina Milusheva e Desislava llieva
James Boucher Blvd. 76 e BG- Sofia e Tel. +35 92 8164 750
e.milusheva@redcross.bg e d.ilieva@redcross.bg ¢ www.redcross.bg

University of Hamburg  Hanneli Déhner » Susanne Kohler
Martinistrale 52 o D - 20246 Hamburg o Tel. +49 40 7410 54528
doehner@uke.uni-hamburg.de » skohler@uke.uni-hamburg.de
www.uke.de

CESIS « Centro de Estudos para a Intervengao Social » Heloisa Perista
Isabel Baptista ¢ Alexandra Silva ® Rua Rodrigues Sampaio N° 31-S/L-
Dta » P - 1150-278 Lisboa » Tel. +351 21 3845560
heloisa.perista@cesis.orq ¢ isabel.baptista@cesis.org
alexandra.silva@cesis.org ® Www.cesis.org

University of Maribor e Peter Kokol « Helena Blazun « Majda Japel;
University of Maribor, Faculty of Health Sciences e Zitna ulica 15

SL - 2000 Maribor  Tel. +38 62 300 47 46 » kokol@uni-mb.si
helena.blazun@uni-mb.si e majda.japelj@slon.net « http://www.uni-mb.si

Associated Partners

Eberhard Lueder » Rue Belliard 65 ¢ BE — 1040 Brussels
Tel. +32 2 235 06 80 » infoboard@redcross-eu.net

Maude Luherne ¢ Rue Froissart 111  BE — 1040 Brussels
Tel. + 32 2 28014 70 » info@age-platform.org » www.age-platform.org

Evaluation

ISIS — Institut flr Soziale Infrastruktur e Karin Stiehr ¢ Constance Ohms
Kasseler StralRe 1a o D - 60486 Frankfurt am Main e Tel. +49 69 2648650
stiehr@isis-sozialforschung.de e ohms@isis-sozialforschung.de
http://www.isis-sozialforschung.de
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